


This book attempts to capture fragments of history from a house. 
We purchased 11 Sun Street in June, 2009, following the death of 
the previous owner, Charlie Clark. Charlie had lived most of his 
80 years in this house, and his parents had lived there before him.  
Although many of the belongings had been cleared away by the time we 
saw the house, I felt the presence of his long life in the quality of light, 
the colours and patterns on the walls and floors, the emptied spaces.

Renovation meant peeling away layers and years, as an archeologist 
might, to reveal paints the original inhabitants had surrounded them-
selves with. These colours surprised me with their vibrancy and beauty. 

We brought the house into the 21st century, installing central heating 
and hot water, a bathroom and a modern kitchen – amenities that had 
never existed there before. The walls were repainted and the wood 
floors were uncovered. The resulting simplicity of the spaces continued 
to inspire me, as did the light shining through old glass, revealing pat-
terns and shapes within the clean white rooms. 

The introduction and chapter openings have been taken from a docu-
ment used for the purpose of probate in 1958. It catalogues the house 
and its contents at that time. 
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